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*                    *                    * 
 
The Chamber of Commerce, through its Economic and Governmental Affairs Committee, developed and 
adopted a comprehensive Transportation position which places responsibility squarely on the 
Commonwealth to provide adequate funding for needed and necessary transportation infrastructure 
projects, both new and improvements to existing systems. 
 
A part of that position is the continued enhancement of appropriate public transit options, including a 
regional transit system.  However, the Chamber is more concerned with the completion of several 
transportation projects and supports the creation of a Regional Transportation Authority under Title 
15.2.6700 et al of the Virginia Code.  The Chamber is still concerned that this current proposed Authority is 
named a Transit rather than a Transportation Authority, as recommended by the 2005 Transportation 
Funding Options Working Group (# 7 & 8 of the recommendations on page 9 of the report). 
 
The Draft Priority List puts transit first, with no cost figures, and will (or could) be perceived by the public as 
the priority for funding.  The Chamber has its own priorities for transportation projects and all are listed on 
this Draft. 
 
In reference to the funding options, the Chamber would prefer the broader approach of a variety of local 
sources, rather than an increase in the sales tax.  Most of the other sources used by either the Northern 
Virginia or Williamsburg area Authorities are fairer and more directly linked to the uses of the funds. 
 
While the Economic and Governmental Affairs committee has not had the opportunity to examine these 
proposals in depth, the general consensus is that the Chamber would support the creation of a Regional 
Authority, preferably called a Transportation Authority, and would support legislation enabling the Authority 
to impose certain taxes to fund the projects over a 20-year bond issue period.  At this time, it doesn’t look 
like the chamber will support a sales tax increase, but would be more favorable to a local gas tax and other 
options. 
 
Sue Lewis, representing the Chamber on the original Transportation Funding Options Working 
Group. 


