
A LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY REGARDING THE RE-ZONING AT 814 HINTON AVENUE 

MAY 2, 2009 
 
 
To:  Residents and Businesses of Belmont, and Residents of Charlottesville 
 
From:  Andrew Ewell, et al. 
 814 Hinton Avenue 
 Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 
 
 
Dear Belmont Neighbors and Charlottesville Residents: 
 
You may have received a notice in the mail announcing an application to re-zone our property at 
814 Hinton Avenue (adjacent to Belmont Barbecue) from R-1S (residential) to NCC (commercial).  
Others of you may have heard things around the neighborhood or around town.  As some of you 
may have questions regarding this transition, we hope to address them here, and welcome any 
comments, suggestions, or questions that may arise in the future.   
 
As Belmont residents who’ve called this property home for over five years, we know as well as 
anyone how the burgeoning commercial corridor along Hinton Avenue can impact nearby 
residences.  After all, when we moved into our home, our neighbor—now Belmont Barbecue—
was still a residence.  It’s now a business that operates less than a foot from our yard, and so it has 
become necessary to reevaluate the dividing line between commercial and residential properties. 
 
In an effort to help make Belmont the best neighborhood it can possibly be, we want to address 
some of the concerns we’ve heard our neighbors voice—concerns we share as fellow residents—
and we hope to clarify a few details about what we will and will not be doing with our property.   
 

• The restaurant we plan to open—The Southern Crescent—will be a family-owned casual fine 
dining establishment serving French Creole cuisine.  It will not be a music venue or 
nightclub. 

• Our kitchen staff features chefs from notable area restaurants such as The Clifton Inn, 
Hamilton’s at First and West Main, Bohème, and elsewhere, and will offer modern takes on 
classic Creole, Dixie, and Lowcountry fare.  It will not be a fast food restaurant, nightclub, 
or concert venue.     

• In order to minimize community impact, The Southern Crescent will be a small restaurant, 
with a seating capacity of 49 seats.   

• The structural changes to our property will be contained within the existing footprint of 
the residential house, and our intention in every aspect of this project is to maintain and 
restore the architectural integrity of our 1923 Belmont home. 

 
In order to address some of the other concerns affecting our community, we have offered the City 
of Charlottesville and our neighbors the following legally binding proffers: 
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• The use of the property shall be limited to a restaurant and catering facility, and any other 
use permitted within the R-1S and NCC zoning classifications—which is to say that the 
property shall not be used as a hotel, high-rise, condominium, or any other such use. 

• In order to separate the commercial and residential corridors of downtown Belmont, 
reduce noise pollution in the commercial area, and improve the natural beauty of the 
neighborhood, we have offered the City of Charlottesville a legally binding proffer that 
commits us to build an S-3-type buffer (an opaque barrier of new trees, shrubs, plants, and 
wooden fencing) along the south and west sides of our property.  (The distance from our 
residence to the nearest residence on the west and south sides is over 30 feet and 58 feet, 
respectively—70 feet to the south, including the alley.  Presently, however, there are only 
4 feet between the walls of our house and the nearest commercial property.  The area to 
the west and south, however, allows ample room for a buffer that well exceeds the legal 
requirement.) 

• As noise is a growing concern in our community, we have offered the City of 
Charlottesville the following legally binding proffer to ensure that we will not function as a 
live music venue: The facility will have no amplified music. 

 
We also offer the following provisions and assurances to neighbors who might be concerned with 
parking, traffic, or alley access: 
 

• As residents who understand the importance of having unobstructed access to the alleyway 
between Belmont Avenue and Hinton Avenue, as well as the value of keeping our 
backyards free of commercial traffic, we offer the following assurance: Primary ingress to 
and egress from our restaurant will not be made via the rear alley, nor will parking be 
made available behind our property.  Primary access for customers, employees, and 
commercial deliveries will be made street-side, via Hinton Avenue. 

• In an effort to keep street parking available to our residents, we will provide six parking 
spaces through an exclusive shared parking arrangement with Fitzgerald Tire (408 
Monticello Road).  We hope this will lead the way for other local businesses to pursue 
similar arrangements and help keep the bulk of our street parking residential. 

• As traffic is a growing community concern, we hope to participate in a community-wide 
discussion to address this issue—an issue that’s certainly too big for any individual to tackle 
alone.  As residents on Hinton Avenue, we know what a burden it can be to have our street 
used as an access route to and from I-64 and Route 20—not to mention its use as a 
designated emergency route.  In the coming months we hope to see a neighborhood 
discussion that leads to constructive proposals for the City, and we look forward to 
working with many of you on this important project. 

 
Having spoken with literally hundreds of Belmont residents, we’ve met with people who are 
thrilled about the introduction of a new restaurant in our vibrant community, who are overjoyed at 
the economic boon this can be to our community, and who value the safety and vitality that go 
along with a flourishing neighborhood center.  Others are understandably concerned about 
neighborhood development and the growing pains that sometimes accompany such changes.  
 
As with any such undertaking, we cannot begin to address every issue that might arise, but through 
an open dialogue and a shared interest in our community, we hope to make this investment a 
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productive and agreeable one.  The challenges that face our community—from traffic to parking to 
noise—are neighborhood-wide, and will persist regardless of the success or failure of this re-zoning 
request.  We believe that the re-zoning of 814 Hinton Avenue can serve as an essential first step in 
a comprehensive evaluation of our neighborhood’s future, a means for setting standards to be 
matched by anyone who participates in the growth and prosperity of our neighborhood.  
 
Please contact me, Hannah Pittard, Ian Day, or Lucinda Ewell, at any time to discuss these or other 
concerns.  (I can be reached by phone at 434.825.2622, or by email at 
williamewell@hotmail.com.)  Or stop us in the street, at Belmont Park, walking our dogs, or 
anywhere else you might see us around town.  We’re happy to sit down and talk.   
 
A hearing to discuss these matters will take place May 12 at City Hall.  (Check with City Hall for 
the exact time.)  We’re prepared to make a serious investment in the future of our community, 
and we hope you’ll join us in this endeavor, and in continuing to make Charlottesville, and Belmont 
in particular, a wonderful place to call home.   

 
Respectfully, 

 
Andrew Ewell 

 
and 

 
Hannah Pittard 
Lucinda Ewell 

Ian Day 
 

814 Hinton Avenue 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 

 
p. 434.825.2622 

e. williamewell@hotmail.com  


