
Happy Day after Labor Day 
Now that we’re at the traditional start of campaigning, friends and residents of Samuel 
Miller District are asking me whom I support for this seat on the Albemarle County 
Board of Supervisors.. 
First, congratulations to the three candidates for this office for their serious approach to 
the task of governing Albemarle County.  I’ve had a hand in appointing each of them to 
jobs within county government – Duane Snow, my neighbor, was on the  
Architectural Review Board with my vote, Madison Cummings was my appointee to the 
school board and with my vote served on the Charlottesville-Albemarle Commission on 
Children and Families, and John Lowry was on the Economic Development Authority 
with my vote.  But their backgrounds, experiences and views of the role of government 
differ.  They are men of good character and I don’t plan to speak negatively about any of 
them.  But voters do have a significant choice this November. 
When I look to the challenges and opportunities facing Albemarle County in the next four 
years, I think Madison Cummings is the best man for the job.  It may disappoint his 
supporters here for me to say it, but my support is not based on his political party label.  I 
ran independently of any party label, and I’m not sure how much party label counts at the 
local level of government.  What I think does count is demonstrated knowledge, ability, 
attitude and experience, and how well that background matches the challenges ahead. 
Here are my top ten reasons for endorsing Madison. 
  

1. In my view, one of the biggest challenges is keeping citizens involved and 
engaged in the issues, not just the few people who come to public hearings.  
Madison came up with the idea for a citizen advisory committee when he was on 
the school board and continued meeting with citizens for all the 8 years that he 
served.  Teachers and parents still speak appreciatively of his seeking out their 
advice and opinions.  This isn’t a campaign pledge: it’s what he has done and can 
be counted on to continue doing. 
2.  County budgeting experience.  This is a major challenge with the present 
economy and its uncertain recovery.  Public budgeting is often compared to a 
business’s or a household’s budget.  But it’s different because local government 
can’t make more money by working harder and it has to answer to a huge body of 
citizens for, in Albemarle’s case, a budget of three hundred million dollars.  
Madison has done public budgeting and knows the challenge.  His first year, he 
faced a school board budget that was so defective that, as I recall, he and the rest 
of the board threw it out and started over again!  Then he went from the School 
Board to the Commission on Children and Families, serving on its “agency 
budget review team” which analyses non-profits’ budget requests.  These 
experiences in public budgeting aren’t metaphors for the real thing: they are the 
real thing and invaluable experiences, and prove Madison can tackle public issues 
in a comprehensive and careful manner.   
3.      Our schools have always been important to Samuel Miller voters.  All 

candidates know to express support of the schools.  Madison is the one who 
has put in years of effort to improve public educational opportunities.  He 
knows the issues and how to work with the School Board, the administration, 
and teachers and budgets to get our schools even better than they are now.  



His school board experience ended 8 years ago, but he went on to work on 
children-and-family issues on the CCF.  Most recently he was a member of 
the Southern Feeder Pattern Elementary School Committee that looked at the 
3 small schools’ situation (and he also knows enough to keep this from being 
a political football, as we all await the School Superintendent’s 
recommendation. We elect a School Board to weigh educational and 
budgetary issues.  If the BOS feels there are other issues which outweigh the 
educational ones, then it should enter the decision process at that time.) Most 
recently, he has been on the board of the African-American Teaching Fellows 
Program that will further the education of and opportunities for minority 
students and teachers – just an example of the kind of creative and practical 
approach to diverse issues that Madison excells in. 

4.      City/County relations.  These are somewhat the elephant in the room, seldom 
discussed but crucial for the quality of life in our region. Madison has walked 
the walk for cooperation.  He pushed for joint meetings of the City and 
County school boards; he worked with the City board members as an 8-year 
member of the jointly run CATEC, and for six years on the CCF.  And the 
City/County arena is one in which being a Democrat probably helps. 

5.      Another relationship seldom discussed, but crucial, is a working relationship 
with the University of Virginia.  Finding ways to involve UVA’s talented 
people in local issues is more difficult than you might expect, but Madison, 
with others, is involved in creating a community/University research and 
service partnership, a model that should open doors for increased 
collaboration.   

6.       Environmental issues have been dear to my heart and are important to 
Samuel Miller voters.  Right now the “environmental community” is tearing 
itself apart on the issue of the water supply plan.  I’m heartened that all three 
candidates see the wisdom of the adopted water supply plan, and especially 
appreciative of Duane and Madison’s signing the pledge that lets residents 
know exactly where they stand.  On other environmental issues, Madison has 
shown his concern for the natural world as he quietly planted trees and 
supported environmental organizations and the new city/county program to 
create “green” jobs for energy conservation. 

7.      “Rural issues” are not monolithic, but Madison, with his 40 acres and long-
time membership in the Cove Garden Ruritans, has a grasp of the myriad 
issues.  He is a booster of the “buy local first” movement that has the potential 
for increasing rural farmers’ income – and a prosperous agriculture is the best 
way to fend off suburban sprawl since making money off their land dissuades 
farmers from selling out to developers, without any governmental action.  
Madison supports the land-use tax, another important component of rural 
protection. 

8.      Our economy is of particular interest just now.  How can we best have a 
thriving economy for our present residents?  Madison believes, and I agree, 
that Education is the key to our economy.  Our University and community 
college and public school system’s reputation is a major draw for employers 
looking to relocate, but, even more importantly, a good education will provide 



our young people with the skills to find jobs even when the competition is 
fierce for employment.  Madison’s support of Buy Local is an indication of 
his interest in fostering the prosperity of small and local businesses, rural or 
otherwise, as they are the best economic-growth engines we have.  Our 
economy will get a major boost when the Army Intelligence Corps moves 
about 1,000 employees and contractors here in 2011.  In my opinion, we need 
someone in office who can deal with the pressures this will place on our 
public services, such as schools, more than we need to bring in new industry.  
In his years on the school board, Madison faced constant student enrollment 
growth, more than we’ve seen in recent years, so he knows those challenges. 

9.      A Board member should have a broad view of our residents’ needs.  Our 
poor, disadvantaged, and frail residents, young and old, are often conveniently 
hidden from public discourse.  Madison knows this side of our community 
best, and he knows the public efforts and the non-governmental groups who 
deal with myriad problems, having served on the Commission on Children 
and Families for six years, including being its chair. 

10.  Land-use, zoning and subdivision decisions are a major part of the Board’s 
work.  Madison approaches these issues not as a business or economic 
development matter, but as part of his life-long work for the quality of life for 
people who live in our community.  He can be counted on to keep new 
developments from negatively impacting families living here now, and for 
making new Development Area shops and neighborhoods be safe, handsome, 
and walkable.   Transportation projects are so bogged down in Richmond, 
now, that all we can do is plan.  You’ll want someone doing that planning 
who will be a good listener as well as someone whose background and 
experiences show he cares about the quality of life of all of us who live here. 

  
In sum, Madison brings skills, dedication, knowledge, empathy and a history of 
public service that I think will best serve Samuel Miller and the entire county.  I 
enthusiastically endorse Madison Cummings and urge Samuel Miller voters to vote 
for him in November. 

 


