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June 22, 2006 
 
 
Dennis Rooker 
Chairman 
Albemarle County Board of Supervisors 
401 McIntire Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
 
 
Dear Dennis: 
 
The Board of Directors of Charlottesville Tomorrow has been closely following 
the County’s review of and public feedback on the North Pointe rezoning.  We 
recognize that our letter on a project like this comes late in the Board’s 
evaluation, but we want to take advantage of this window of opportunity to reflect 
on the accumulated information and research that is now available to the public.  
 
Charlottesville Tomorrow will not ask the Board to take a position for or against 
this project.  Many members of the public and other organizations have made up 
their mind and shared their viewpoints with you.  It is significant that the 
comments at the public hearing demonstrated how much common interest exists 
in creating quality neighborhoods in our designated growth areas. 
 
Our Board of Directors, which broadly represents many interests in the 
community, asks for your thoughtful consideration of the critical challenges we 
face to reduce current and future traffic congestion, the environmental impact of 
development on the North Fork Rivanna River, and the cumulative impact of past 
rezonings in the 29 North corridor, especially with regard to major retail 
developments.  Further, we ask that your decision consider what is in the best 
interests of our community as a whole.  You will have only one chance to rezone 
this property and that should be done when the timing is right and there is a clear 
benefit for the community.   
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The traffic study estimates that this development with regional shopping will add 
an additional 30,000 vehicles a day onto Route 29.  Yet, there is no funding in 
sight for most transportation projects recommended to improve the corridor, nor 
has there been any movement on the recommendations of the Transportation 
Funding Options Working Group.  Their report to the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) recommended that if the state is unwilling or unable to act to 
provide more transportation funding, our region should move forward 
implementing its own funding solutions.   
 
In the absence of such a funding plan for transportation improvements, your 
actions necessitate even more careful consideration of items that are a critical 
component to the quality of life in our growth areas.  Transportation deserves the 
same consideration you have given to planning and funding the public water 
supply for our growing population.  As you know, our citizens continue to ask why 
projects receive approval without support for transportation infrastructure (e.g. 
Crozet residents on Jarmans Gap Road; Hydraulic Road residents on Albemarle 
Place and the intersection with Route 29).  VDOT says plainly that the system 
does not work that way.  Transportation improvements come when the funding 
and need both present themselves.  VDOT, however, does not have the 
discretion to decide the appropriate timing of a rezoning.  Local government has 
that responsibility with a rezoning request to determine when and where growth 
should occur.  
 
With respect to the North Fork Rivanna River, Charlottesville Tomorrow believes 
important questions have been raised regarding erosion, runoff, and 
sedimentation issues both during the construction phase of North Pointe and 
afterwards with the residential housing proposed for steeper slopes of the 
property.  The recommendations of staff should be carefully considered and the 
proffers from the developer should be very clearly stated. 
 
As has been well documented by County staff and the Places29 consultants, 
there is a large amount of additional retail development already approved for the 
29 North corridor that threatens to exceed the limits as to what can be 
reasonably absorbed.  Market forces do have an important role to play, however 
shopping centers designed to draw from a regional customer base are 
inextricably linked to traffic and potential impacts on our quality of life.     
 
As you consider the North Pointe rezoning request, the Board of Directors of 
Charlottesville Tomorrow asks that you give careful consideration to the big 
picture of future traffic congestion on our County’s Main Street, Route 29, to the 
environmental impacts on the North Fork Rivanna River, and to the cumulative 
impact of retail developments already approved and in the pipeline. 
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On behalf of our entire Board of Directors which has unanimously endorsed this 
message, I remain respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
Brian Wheeler 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Members of Albemarle County Board of Supervisors 
 

Ken Boyd 
Lindsay Dorrier 
David Slutzky 
Sally Thomas 
David Wyant 
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