
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Project Steering Committee 
  Eastern Connector Corridor Study 
 
FROM: PBS&J / LandDesign, Inc. 
 
DATE:  October 11, 2007 
 
RE:  Description of Final Group of Conceptual Alternatives  
 
Introduction: 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to present a description of the final group of 
conceptual alternatives that have been selected by the members of the Eastern Connector 
Corridor Study Steering Committee for further testing and evaluation.  Although 
somewhat general in nature, these alternatives are described in such a way that the 
combination of text and graphical illustrations will allow for members of the general 
public to understand the basic elements of each option.   
 
These alternatives represent the current thinking of the consultant team and the members 
of the Steering Committee based on the results of the technical analysis and discussions 
undertaken to date.  This consists of: present day and future year traffic forecasts relative 
to the definition of the project purpose and need; the review of previous planning and 
engineering studies in the Charlottesville/Albemarle County area; comments generated 
by the initial round of public information meetings held on May 22nd and May 24th and 
associated stakeholder interviews; and discussions at the Steering Committee meetings on 
August 24th and October 5th.   
 
The range of alternatives developed has sought to take into account public comments, 
environmental constraints, and the results of the technical analysis outlining the 
magnitude and the spatial distribution of present day and projected future travel demands 
in the study area in the Year 2025.  It is important to keep in mind that prior to the actual 
funding and implementation of any of these alternatives they would have to be added to 
the list of proposed transportation system improvements that are included in the currently 

Description of Conceptual Alternatives  October 11, 2007 
  Page 1 of 5  



adopted fiscally constrained long-range transportation plan (LRTP) for Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County.  Within just the defined boundaries of the Eastern Connector 
Corridor Study Area, the current LRTP includes such actions as: 
 
• Construction of the US Route 250 Bypass / McIntire Road interchange; 
• Reconstruction of approximately 1.6 miles of Proffit Road (VA Route 649) east of 

US Route 29 to a 4-lane urban cross section; and 
• Construction of the Meadowcreek Parkway (Phase 1) from the US Route 250 Bypass 

to the Rio Road railroad overpass. 
 
Thus the initial horizon year alternative can be viewed as the “Existing plus Committed” 
(or “No-Build”) transportation system which includes all of the currently adopted LRTP 
highway, public transportation, bicycle, and pedestrian system improvement projects.  
This future base case alternative (which could be considered to be Alternative “0”) serves 
as the basis against which the projected changes in system performance associated with 
all other potential improvement alternatives will be assessed.  Taking all of these factors 
into account, the suggested group of potential conceptual improvement alternatives for 
the proposed Eastern Connector Corridor over and above the assumed Year 2025 No-
Build conditions is as follows: 
 
Description of Conceptual Alternatives 
 
Alt. 1 - Proffit Road (VA Route 649) Relocated. 
 
This alternative would define the Eastern Connector as following the general alignment 
of the existing Proffit Road corridor between US Route 29 and VA Route 20.  The 
western portion of this corridor, from the US Route 29 intersection east for approximately 
1.6 miles, is included in the current LRTP and the associated Short Range Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) for the region as a funded improvement project.  This 
project envisions reconstruction of the existing 2-lane rural cross section type roadway to 
a 4-lane urban cross section facility with sidewalks.  Beyond the eastern limits of this 
project, a relocated section of VA Route 649 would be constructed on new alignment.   
 
As illustrated on Figure 1 and Figure 1-A, this new location facility would be 
constructed to the north and east of the defined Proffit Historic District and would 
provide an additional grade separated overpass of the Norfolk Southern mainline railroad 
tracks.  The basic cross section of this new facility is envisioned as being a two-lane, 
rural collector type roadway with parallel bicycle and pedestrian paths.   
 
The new location section of the corridor would rejoin existing VA Route 649 near the 
western edge of the North Fork Rivanna River floodplain and then continue along the 
existing alignment east to the intersection of VA Route 649 with VA Route 20.  It is 
anticipated that a traffic signal would be installed at the VA Route 649/VA Route 20 
intersection and that the intersection approach legs would be improved to provide 
dedicated turn lanes as might be required.   
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The new location portion of this corridor would divert through traffic from the Proffit 
Historic District and reduce traffic volumes which must now use the oldest and most 
physically and operationally constrained portions of VA Route 649 to travel between VA 
Route 20 and US Route 29. 
 
A companion action would reconfigure the two existing closely spaced but slightly offset 
T-configuration intersections of VA Route 769 with VA Route 20 in the Key West area 
into a single, four-approach leg intersection.  At a minimum, separate left turn lanes 
would be provided on both the northbound and southbound VA Route 20 approaches to 
this single combined reconfigured intersection to enhance safety. 
 
Alt. 2 - Polo Grounds Road (VA Route 643) Connector 
 
This alternative would follow the existing alignment of Polo Grounds Road (VA Route 
643) from the VA Route 643/US Route 29 junction east to approximately the current 
single lane railroad underpass.  As described in the currently adopted LRTP, this very 
narrow underpass is planned to be replaced by a modern two-lane overpass or underpass 
structure.  From a point just east of the railroad line, a new location alignment for Polo 
Grounds Road (VA Route 643) would be defined.  As shown on Figure 2 and Figure 2-
A, this new alignment portion of the corridor could be located adjacent to the Red Hills 
property and north of the Bentivar community, include a new crossing of the Rivanna 
River and its floodplain, and parallel the southern boundary of the Southwest Mountains 
Rural Historic District and the northern boundary of the Redbud community to terminate 
at VA Route 20 near the VA Route 20 intersection with Hammocks Gap Road (VA 
Route 612).   
 
Between the US Route 29 and VA Route 20 terminus points, the basic cross section of 
the improved Polo Grounds Road (VA Route 643) Connector would be that of a two-
lane, rural collector type roadway with parallel bicycle and pedestrian paths.  As was the 
case with the Proffit Road alternative described above, a companion action would 
reconfigure the two closely-spaced offset T-configuration intersections of VA Route 769 
with VA Route 20 into a single, four-approach leg intersection. 
 
Alt. 3 - US Route 250 Corridor Upgrade 
 
The technical analysis to date and a number of public and agency staff comments have 
determined that the currently observed congestion and delay issues along the US Route 
250 corridor are concentrated in the area between the existing McIntire Road/US Route 
250 at-grade intersection and the Pantops area near the intersection of State Farm Road 
and US Route 250.  The Free Bridge carrying US Route 250 and VA Route 20 across the 
Rivanna River has been specifically identified as the single worst problem area within the 
overall US Route 250 corridor.   
 
This alternative would build upon the currently planned investments to construct Phase 1 
of the Meadowcreek Parkway between Rio Road and US Route 250 and to replace the 
existing McIntire Road/US Route 250 at-grade signalized intersection with a grade 
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separated interchange.  The focus of this alternative would be on improving the capacity 
and operations of that portion of the US Route 250 corridor between the proposed 
McIntire Road/US Route 250 interchange and the existing US Route 250 interchange 
with I-64.  As illustrated on Figure 3 and Figure 3-A, the suggested improvements 
would be as follows: 
 
• Operational and safety improvements to the existing Park Street and Locust 

Avenue/Saint Clair Avenue interchanges with the US Route 250 Bypass. Current 
two-way ramp movements would be converted to more conventional one-way traffic 
operations.    

 
• Reconstruction of the existing High Street (US Route 250 Business/Route 20)/River 

Road and the Stony Point Road (VA Route 20)/Riverbend Drive intersections with 
US Route 250.  These two traditional configuration at-grade signalized intersections 
would be replaced by higher capacity jug-handle or roundabout configuration 
junctions.  This would allow through traffic movements in the US Route 250 corridor 
and turning movements to and from High Street and Stony Point Road to be more 
physically and operationally separated from each other. 

 
• Widening and reconstruction of the US Route 250 mainline facility in both directions 

from Stony Point Road east to the I-64 interchange to a six-lane, median-divided 
urban arterial cross section with improved access management to adjacent 
development parcels.   

 
• To the south side of Free Bridge, a new two-lane river crossing would be provided to 

link the City of Charlottesville’s local street network with the internal roadways 
within the Pantops area.  This is envisioned as a connection between the High 
Street/Meade Street corridor (US Route 250 Business/VA Route 20) and Riverbend 
Road serving the south end of the Pantops Shopping Center.  Vehicles crossing the 
Rivanna River on this new southern bridge could easily connect with Pantops Drive 
and development areas further to the east. 

 
Appropriate bicycle and pedestrian improvements would be incorporated into this 
alternative concept from the McIntire Road/US Route 250 interchange east to the I-64/US 
Route 250 interchange.  This alternative would concentrate investments into an existing 
major transportation corridor rather than attempting to divert traffic to other currently 
existing corridors or facilities which would have to be newly constructed on new location 
alignments. 
 
Alt. 13 - Rio Road to VA Route 20 via Pen Park 
 
As shown on Figure 13, this alternative would connect US Route 250 and the proposed 
Meadowcreek Parkway/Rio Road corridor with an alignment that would use the existing 
utility road in the park. On the east side of the river, a new connection would be 
constructed from Whitehouse Court and US Route 250 to VA Route 20. This alternative 
would then follow the existing alignment of VA Route 20 north to approximately Cason 
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Farm Road. A new section of roadway would then extend west from VA Route 20 along 
the northern edge of Darden Towe Park to cross the Rivanna River and connect to 
existing Pen Park Road. This alternative would then continue west to the area of the 
junction of the proposed Meadowcreek Parkway (Phase 1) with Rio Road.  
 
This alternative was one of the original concepts that the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) examined during the early stages of the US Route 29 Bypass 
study and the earlier 1985 CATS regional transportation plan development.  It is viewed 
by City Steering Committee members as providing a good connection in the study area 
and is thought to potentially be one of the more cost effective alternatives.  
 
Concluding Remarks 
 
It is the opinion of the consultant team and the project Steering Committee membership 
that the range of alternatives described on the preceding pages represents a reasonable 
range of the minimum and maximum level of improvements that could be potentially 
implemented in the study area to improve east-west connectivity in this portion of the 
Charlottesville/Albemarle County urbanized area.   


