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Advance Mills 
Bridge Replacement 
Albemarle County 

Route 743 over the North Fork Rivanna River 

DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING 

Fed. Proj. No.:  BR-510 (163) 

Project Description 

The following schedule has been proposed: 

Public Hearing - July 2008 

Begin Right of Way Acquisition – September 2008 

Begin Utility Relocation – November 2008 

Advertisement for Construction – January 2009 

Completed Construction – Nov. 2009 to March 2010 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE What’s Next? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ten days after this meeting, 
the public comment period 
will close.  At that time, 
VDOT will review and 
evaluate all information 
received as a result of the 
meeting, adjusting the 
project as needed. 
 
VDOT’s Chief Engineer will 
then be asked to approve the 
design.  Upon approval, the 
project will progress to the 
right of way acquisition 
stage. 
 
Acquisition of right of way 
and relocation of utilities is 
expected to begin in the fall 
of 2008.  In January 2009, 
after right of way and 
easement purchases have 
been completed, the project 
will be advertised for 
construction bids. 
 
Construction of the project 
will begin in the Spring of 
2009 and should conclude 
November 2009 to March 
2010.   

When: 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008 
Anytime between  
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Where: 
Best Western Charlottesville 
Airport Inn & Suites 
The Rivanna Room 
5920 Seminole Trail 
Ruckersville, Virginia 

 

Additional Information 
 
Project information shared here is available
following offices: 
 
VDOT Culpeper District Office 
1601 Orange Road 
Culpeper, VA  22701 
(540) 829-7500  TDD: (800) 307-4630 
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Department of Transportation are 
present to discuss the project and 
answer your questions.  It is the 
responsibility of VDOT to ensure 
that all members of the community 
are afforded the opportunity to 
participate in public decisions on 
transportation systems and projects 
affecting them. 

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination 
and equal employment in all 
programs and activities in 
accordance with Title VI and Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  
If you need more information or 
special assistance for persons with 
disabilities or limited English 
proficiency, contact VDOT’s 
Culpeper District Office of Civil 
Rights, 1601 Orange Road, 
Culpeper, Virginia 22701 or 
telephone (540) 829-7500 or TDD 
(800) 307-4630  
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Project Description (continued) Environmental Review (continued)Typical Sections Project Location 

Right of Way Issues 

Estimated Project Cost 

Project Description (continued) 

Environmental Review 

Truss Alternatives 
Several truss shapes are available for use on this project.  Three truss variations are 
schematically shown below as they would appear at the Advance Mills Bridge site. 

Curved Top Truss 

Variable Height, Flat Top Truss 

Constant Height, Flat Top Truss 

6’ 

37’ 

11’ 11’ 9’ 

15’-0” 15’-0” 

C Rte. 743 L Truss
Face of 
Rail 

30’-0” 1’-0” 1’-0”

 

Traffic Data 

(Continued on next page)

Current (2007):   Future (2022): 
1023 vehicles per day   1530 vehicles per day 
(Prior to bridge closure) 
 

based on construction time, project cost, 
public safety and impact to the community. 
 
Given the need to restore service with a 
cost effective, permanent solution, VDOT 
has proposed that the best direction for 
the project is to provide a bridge 
replacement with limited improvements 
to the roadway approaches.  The smaller 
project scope reduces impacts to 
adjacent properties, reduces project 
cost and construction time and 
minimizes environmental impacts.  
 
The proposed project design utilizes a 
prefabricated steel truss bridge along 
the same alignment as the existing 
bridge.  The existing truss bridge at 
the project site will be removed.  
The proposed structure is a truss-
type which fits within the character 
of the existing bridge and its role in 
the community. 
 
The proposed typical section of the 
bridge and roadway accommodates 
two traffic lanes with paved 
shoulders for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 
 
Several truss configurations are 
available for use on this project and 
are shown on the following page.  
The steel trusses can be either 
galvanized (requiring minimal 
future maintenance) or painted 
(requiring periodic re-painting).  
VDOT proposes galvanizing as the 
most cost effective protective 
coating.  
 
To allow a greater visibility for 
motorists from the bridge, a steel 
tubular railing system is proposed. 
 
 
 
This project has been coordinated 
through the State Environmental Review 
Process (SERP).  Field surveys were 
conducted and state resource agencies 
contacted to obtain input regarding the 
potential impacts of the project to the 
environment.  The SERP provides State 
environmental resource agencies an 
opportunity to comment on the bridge 
replacement project during the early stages of 

the implementation and throughout project 
development. 
A Preliminary Environmental Inventory 
(PEI) which includes the information, 
views, and interests received from the 
resource agencies during the SERP 
coordination has been prepared for this 
project and is available for review at this 
meeting. 
Since this project is federally funded, a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) 
environmental document has been 
prepared and approved for this 
project.  Coordination of the CE 
involved contacting Federal, State, 
and local agencies to obtain input 
regarding the potential 
environmental impacts of the 
project.  Additionally, a 4(f) 
Evaluation has been completed to 
address impacts to the Advance 
Mills Historic District.   
Within the project vicinity lies the 
National Register of Historic 
Places-listed Advance Mills 
Historic District.  In compliance 
with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, Section 106 and 
36 CFR Part 800, information 
concerning the potential effects of 
the proposed improvements on 
historic properties will be available 
at this meeting.   

 

 

 

Details on display at this meeting show 
right of way and easement 
requirements.  Property owners will be 
informed of exact locations and uses of 
easements during the right of way 
acquisition process prior to construction. 

Construction of this project will not 
require the displacement of any 
established residences, businesses or non-
profit organizations. 

Information about right of way purchases is 
discussed in VDOT’s brochure entitled, 
“Right of Way and Utilities:  A Guide for 
Property Owners and Tenants.”  Copies of 
this brochure are available from VDOT.   

After this meeting, information regarding right 
of way may be obtained from VDOT, 
Culpeper District Right of Way and Utilities 

Office, 1601 Orange Rd., Culpeper, VA 22701 
or call (540)829-7500 or TDD (800)307-4630. 

                                                        
 Preliminary Engineering:      526,000   
 Right of Way / Utility Relocation:   318,500   
 Construction:                                             2,950,000               
 Total Project Cost                        3,794,500              

Existing Advance Mills Bridge 


